
Environmental Protection Agency
1701 S. First Street Maywood, IL. 60153

November 20, 1980

STEEL COMPANY Unpermitted discharge to unnamed tributary
of Thorn Creek2500 Euclid Avenue

Chicago Heights, Illinois" 60411
ATTN: Mr. M.P. Dynek, Vice President - Operations

Dear Mr. Dynek:

An inspection of your facilities and that of Alco Spring Injiusjtjiiej? by Engineer
Larry C. Lai of this office revealed the presence of an unpermitted discharge to
an unnamed tributary of Thorn Creek. Preliminary findings indicate Sun Steel as.
the source of this discharge. \

At the time of inspection you indicated that Sun Steel was not knowingly the
source of the discharge, but would be willing to undertake a study of the sewer
system. /Je appreciate youtrcooperation in this matter and request that the
following be submitted to this Agency:

1. Barnes of contractors performing the study.

2. Details of plan of study.

3. Schedule of completion of study.

4. Final report detailing conclusions of study.

Be aware that discharges to waters of the United States may require a National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, this being provided for
under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendment of 1972 (P.L. 92-500).
In the event that Sun Steel is responsible for the subject discharge and desires
to continue such discharge, an application for an NPDES permit must be filed
with this Agency. Appropriate forms and information may be received by
contact ing:

Industrial Permits Section
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
2200 Churchill Road
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Very truly yours,

DIVISION OF WATER POLLUTION CONTRO

Edward L. Marek, Manager Region II
Field Operations Section
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.INSPECTION NOTES

_ALCCL SPRING INDUSTRIES
2 3rd & Euc l id Avenue
Chicago Heights , Illinois
(312) 755-0438

SUN STEEL COMPANY
2300 Euclid Avenue
Chicago Heights, Illinois
(312) 756-0400

DATE:

Vito Grucdis - Vice President of Manuf.
Joe Maioraro - Supt. of Maintenance

Bob Karan - President
M.P. Dynek - Vice President, Operations
Ted Wrotney - Shop Supervisor

November 19, 1980

Inspection of the above named industries resulted from a complaint by John Mendelson
of Governer's State University - CN 718. The complaint alleged pollution of a
tributary to Thorn Creek by discharges from the said industries.

ALCO SPRING INDUSTRIES

Process waters from this plant had previously included cooling water, this having
been eliminated with the adoption of a newer air cooled system. During inspection
no discharges of process water were seen however, the following points of concern
should be rioted.

1. A waste dump site exists on the west side of the Alco Spring (A.S.) prop-
erty, runoff from this site being contained in dyked areas. The construc-
tion of these dyked "wet lands", as well as their proximity to the Creek
a::e cause for concern. It is doubtful whether the dyked areas could
accomodate runoff resulting from any substantial rainfall (see attached
Diagram).

2. Directly south of the afore mentioned dump is a collection of 100-120
drums containing waste materials. Plant personnel indicated a lack of sites
willing to accept these wastes, the contents being identified as scale and
waste quench oil (details referred to DLPC).

3. A 48" sewer was seen on the A.S. property, with a discharge of approximately
250 gpm to the creek. Examination of sewer maps and subsequent inspection
of manholes indicated that the flow did not originate from the A.S. plant/
property, but from Sun Steel Company, the only upstream contributor.

.SUN STEEL COMPANY

A review cf sewer maps at the Sun Steel Company was of little use, these being con-
siderably outdated. The location of the 48" sewer and tributary lines could not
be discerned from visual inspection, (the site seemed to lack manholes).
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Sun Steel personnel indicated that they were not knowlingly the source of the
discharge and would be willing to conduct a study to determine the true source,
this was encouraged. Results of such testing will be made available to IEPA.

Larry C. Lai, Environmental
Protection Engineer, Maywood
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